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The Roswell Incident Then and Now 
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The Roswell Incident was pretty much laid to rest with the issuance of General Ramey's statement that the military people assigned to Roswell Army Airfield had simply misidentified what the rancher found. Again because people back then respected the government, they pretty well accepted this excuse and not much was said or done about the Roswell Incident until 1978 (30 years later). There were other reports of sightings around the world during those years, but Roswell was pretty dormant until a nuclear physicist named Stanton Friedman, interested in propulsion and ufology, was told about a retired Major Jesse Marcel, living in Louisiana. Friedman interviewed Marcel and the investigation of the Roswell Incident began again. Other researchers got involved like Berlitz, Moore, and several others. Jesse Marcel definitely was involved and over the ensuing years, hundreds of other witnesses have been interviewed. 50 years later new names are still being found and interviewed when possible, so the Roswell Incident will just not go away. There is overwhelming information already documented that something very strange happened near Roswell in 1947.
When Friedman began doing his research into libraries and archives, he eventually came upon some documents which are referred to as "Majestic 12", or "MJ 12", that showed without a doubt, that a written policy was in force to cover up anything related to UFOs. Several military projects, such as "Project Sign", "Project Grudge", and I suppose the most popular to the public, "Project Blue Book", were done to explain the phenomena of all the sighting reports being received. "Project Blue Book" however, most of us believe was nothing more than a way to pacify the public and assure them there was no threat to our country from UFOs. Several hundred of the thousands of reports investigated under "Project Blue Book" however, remain to this day as unexplainable.
It was originally believed that Majestic 12 was set up by President Truman as a means of controlling all the information coming in about flying discs, aliens, etc., in a special classified presidential order, on September 24, 1947.
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Septenver 24, 1947,

MEMORAUOUN FOR THE SECTETARY O DFFENSF

Dear Secretary Forrestals

A8 per our recent conversation on this matter,
you are hereby suthorized to proceed with all due
Zpeed and caution Upon your undertaking. Hereafter
this matter shall be referred to only a8 Operation
Majeatic Twelve

1t continues to be my feeling that any future
conslderations relative to the ultisate disposition
of this matter should rest solely with the Offic
€ the Fresident following appropriate discusaior
wieh yourselr, Dr. Bush and the Director of Central

InteriTgence.





The list of members belonging to the original group of Majestic 12 is a pretty impressive list. Some of us believe it still exists today, perhaps under a different title, and surely with different participants, since the last original member of Majestic 12 died in 1984.
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Click here to enlarge image
It’s interesting to note that three of the original members of Majestic 12, were also eventually the first three directors of the CIA (Central Intelligence Agency), which along with the Defense Department, NSA (National Security Administration), all came into existence about the same time in 1947.

Of all the original members of Majestic 12, I find the information about James Forrstal to be some of the most interesting, particularly his death. He had been the Secretary of the Navy, and in September, 1947, President Truman named him the first Secretary of Defense. He resigned in March 1949, was soon hospitalized, having been mentally unbalanced for months, prior to committing suicide. There are many questions about his death, still unanswered today.
I won't go into details of the Majestic 12 documents in this presentation as it is rather lengthy, but I will share some of the topics mentioned in the document.
· The security classification is 2 points above that of Top Secret. 

· The current situation is that several dead entities have been recovered along with a substantial amount of wreckage and devices from downed craft, all of which are now under study at various locations. 

· A description of the various shaped crafts. 

· EBE's (Extraterrestrial Biological Entities) is given. 

· A Description of the Extraterrestrial Technology is listed. 
· Details about security, including Press Blackout, Security of the Area, and Removal and Transport are mentioned. 
· There is a section on living organisms and non-living organisms
And the list of guide lines and instructions goes on and on.
Additional Majestic 12 documents have surfaced during the past year and those are currently being analyzed to determine if they are factual or a hoax. The original Majestic 12 documents were received at the home of Jaime Shandera, a Los Angeles TV producer and writer in December, 1984, on a roll of unprocessed 35 mm film, which when printed produced what appeared to be photographs of alleged secret government documents describing the recovery of a crashed extraterrestrial craft in the New Mexico desert in 1947. Today the original documents are also being questioned as a possible hoax, since code names are normally only used one time, and the word "Magic" referred to the cover name used to decipher the Japanese diplomatic code machine in 1940.
Now if you have any trouble believing that things such as UFOs involving thousands of people in the cover up can be kept secret for years, keep in mind that the Manhattan Project involved more than 50,000 people between 1942 and 1945, at a cost of $20 billion in today's dollars.
Breaking the enemy codes involved at least 10,000 people, and no word of that got in the public view until 25 years after the war was over.
Area 51 in Nevada has been in existence as a secret underground base 85 miles northwest of Las Vegas, Nevada since the 1950's, and the government didn't admit to anything being there until 1995, when an additional 5 to 8000 acres were acquired for National Security reasons.
The F 117 Stealth fighter we found out about during the Gulf War in 1991, but that technology and planning and testing, goes back 20 or 30 years on that aircraft. When we lost one of these aircraft in the Yugoslavia conflict, we didn't try to recover it. Do we already have something newer and better to replace it?
If you will recall I stated earlier that the Newspaper headlines of July 8 and 9, 1947 were the first two excuses given by the Air Force for what took place near Roswell.
The third excuse came out September 8, 1994, when the United States Air Force released a 2 1/2 inch thick report entitled, "The Roswell Report: Truth Versus Fiction in the New Mexico Desert". 
In this voluminous document, author Colonel Weaver stated that what the Air Force concludes is, "that what was recovered near Roswell wasn't a flying saucer with alien bodies, nor was it a weather balloon and radar reflectors as General Ramey stated in 1947, instead the wreckage probably consisted of balloons, radar reflectors, sonobuoys, and miscellaneous junk from a highly classified Project Mogul balloon assembly".
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Typical Mogul Balloon Assembly
Project Mogul's objective, which was by the way started in 1946 and was highly classified, was to develop a constant altitude balloon which could monitor sounds produced by a Soviet nuclear explosion thousands of miles away. The first Soviet nuclear explosion didn't take place until 1949.
On July 29, 1995, the GAO, (General Accounting Office), released their report to New Mexico Congressman Schiff after his extended request to several Washington based Departments such as the CIA, Department of Defense, and FBI, researching records concerning the 1947 crash near Roswell, New Mexico. The GAO report stated that numerous records of Roswell Army Air Field, which should have been kept, had been destroyed, which included administrative records from March 1945 through December 1949, and outgoing messages from October 1946 through December 1949. How convenient. Records of the group that dropped the atomic bombs to end the Second World War were destroyed.
Who can imagine what other records have been destroyed? Or have they?
The fourth excuse, (but if you're a wagering person), probably not the last excuse, was ironically released 2 weeks prior to the 50th anniversary of the Roswell Incident in June 1997. Roswell and the UFO story was getting a lot of publicity for the 50th anniversary, and the Air Force timing was exceptional.
Many people had bought into the Mogul balloon story put out in 1994, and the Air Force would have been much better off leaving things alone, but when they came out with the report entitled "The Roswell Report: Case Closed" in 1997, they shot them self in the foot. 
That report is an embarrassment to anyone in the Air Force and for those of us that have read it, it contains so much inaccurate, misleading and wrong information that there is no doubt that the Roswell Incident is not resolved based on the excuses and reasons provided by the Air Force. What they basically state happened near Roswell in 1947, in this 219 page report written by a Captain James McAndrew, is that it was a balloon dropping dummies......
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I will not waste your time or mine to go into any details of this report dealing with the excuse given, that what happened in Roswell was anthropomorphic dummies. I think the report was an insult to the intelligence of the American public, and even though the report was titled "Case Closed", it isn't.

	
	


(1997)

(end of first source) 

<http://www.roswellfiles.com/story.htm>

RoswellFiles – “The Roswell UFO Incident Story”
Like all good UFO stories, there is always the event that triggered the imagination.  The Roswell story is no exception. Below is a brief synopsis of what took place back in 1947.
It all started on June 25th, 1947 when a pilot named Kenneth Arnold reported seeing several objects while flying near Mt Rainier, Washington. His descriptions of the objects that flew like "geese" and moving "like a saucer would if you skipped it across the water" became the term "Flying Saucers", and thus the age of the UFO was born.

Many newspapers in the country picked up the story from the wire services, and the publicity gave birth to a rash of Sightings that kept the papers and the public fascinated throughout that summer... and indeed, to this day. One of those Sightings happened on a ranch outside Corona, New Mexico.

Early in July, 1947, after hearing about Arnold's "flying saucers", ranch foreman Mac Brazel told the Sheriff of Chaves County about some strange material he had found on the Foster Ranch, and that he was sure it was the remains of a "flying disk". Sheriff Wilcox passed this information on to the Roswell Army Air Force base and the base intelligence officer, Major Jessie Marcel, was immediately detailed to look into the matter. 


On July 8th, the local newspaper printed a story that the Roswell AAF had released the news of the "capture of a flying saucer". This story was quickly put on the news-wires, and soon newspapers across the country were all running stories about the Captured Saucer.

No copy of the original press release exists today, but the following is generally thought to be the closest to the original:

"The many rumors regarding the flying disk became a reality yesterday when the intelligence office of the 509th Bomb Group of the Eight Air Force, Roswell Army Air Field, was fortunate enough to gain possession of a disc through the co-operation of one of the local ranchers and the Sheriff's Office of Chaves county. 

"The flying object landed on a ranch near Roswell sometime last week. Not having phone facilities, the rancher stored the disc until such time as he was able to contact the Sheriff's office, who in turn notified Major Jesse A. Marcel, of the 509th Bomb Group Intelligence office. 

"Action was immediately taken and the disc was picked up at the rancher's home. It was inspected at the Roswell Army Air Field and subsequently loaned by Major Marcel to higher headquarters." 
(San Francisco Chronicle - July 9, 1947)
What is intriguing about the first accounts is the large number of errors that exist in such a short report. 

The debris found didn’t look like a disc, the object didn’t land but crashed, and the rancher (Mac Brazel) didn’t store any disc.

Clearly, the author of the press release wasn’t certain what had happened. This is shown even more in the Roswell Daily Record account of the press release. According to Lt. Walter Haut, the man who wrote the press release, he stopped at the office of the Roswell Daily Report to give them the press release, and the differences between the San Francisco Chronicle version and the RDR version probably stem from questions that Haut answered for the local writer who knew Haut. This seems to make sense, as there was usually friction between the town and the air base, and any good commander would try to cooperate with the local paper.

By the end of the day (July 8), the Army Air Force base in Fort Worth had examined the wreckage and identified it not as a flying saucer, but as a high altitude weather balloon carrying a radar target made of aluminum and balsa wood. An AAF news release correcting the misidentification was published by the RDR [1] on July 9, but by then it was too late. The Roswell paper, sheriffs office and the Air Force base were already being deluged with calls from all over the country looking for a story.

The correction did eventually quell most of the speculation, and by the end of the week, the story had, for the most part, disappeared from the news. By the end of the year, the Roswell Incident had slipped into obscurity, destined to be no more than a footnote in the annals of UFO literature- until 1978, when Stanton Friedman, an unemployed scientist and part-time UFO lecturer, was prompted to revisit this obscure event. 

On Feb 21, 1978, Stanton Friedman was in Baton Rouge, La after giving a lecture on UFOs and interviewed a man over the phone that said that he had handled the wreckage of a crashed spaceship. Friedman found it difficult to get excited about this story (page 12, Crash at Corona) but did a little checking. This was made harder because Jesse Marcel, the man who made the claim, couldn’t remember either the month or even the year of the event.

It was one year later, Feb 10, 1979, that William Moore found the clippings of the affair referred to by Jesse Marcel, and his and Friedman’s interest suddenly became very active.

Their research started the saga that has made Roswell the most celebrated case ever in the literature of UFOs.
Many books and articles have been published about Roswell, and as anyone who has read more than one of them knows, the tale is confusing. There are many different competing versions, and each succeeding book seems to contradict the others. So if the mainstream literature can't agree, then what REALLY happened? 

(end of second source)
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